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Hello everyone,
Last Tuesday we returned from our semester break
and I hope each of our student’s had the
opportunity to stop, breathe and enjoy time with
family and friends. Students and staff have returned
rested, refreshed and ready to tackle the second
half of the year. Despite the impact of Covid we are
committed to ensuring students can engage in all
the learning and extra curricula activities that the
College can offer.
On Thursday we held our awards assembly to
acknowledge students who have been recognised
for excellence and achievement in their classes. It
was disappointing to not be able to invite families to
this assembly however we are still living with the
Covid rules.

What is an award?
An award is given by teachers that distinguishes
students that they see something special in the way
they are LEARNING.
Sometimes we are surprised when our name is read
out and wonder “why did the teacher pick me?”
Well your teachers often see something that you do

not recognise in yourself. That is you come to class
with a positive mind set, you want to learn, you are
happy to learn from mistakes, you believe in yourself
and focus on what you can control and you make
the most of the learning opportunities that you are
given.
Who can get an award? In my view every student at
Nathalia SC can get an award.
Why, because every student can chose the attitude
and effort they bring to every classroom. I know
every teacher at the College prepares work that is at
the student’s level therefore it is in every students
control to choose to engage with the learning and
activities.
I congratulate all award winners and challenge
every student to aspire to be selected for an award
in semester 2.
Ms Keating was invited to the VCE High Achievers
Award celebration in Melbourne as one of her
students last year received a perfect score, this is a
credit to the student as well as Ms Keating who is
recognised for her excellence in teaching Sociology.
Well done.

We value: Caring, Learning, Excellence, Accountability & Respect

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS
We like to take pride in the relationships we have with
families and that together we work to bring out the
best in your child. On Wednesday 27th July from 4pm –
6pm staff will be available to have discussions with
you about your child’s learning. This can include what
assessments they have done and how they could
improve, SPA data and the effort and attitude they
bring to class. This is an ideal opportunity to hear
about the wonderful things that your child is doing or
how together we can inspire them to believe in
themselves so they can be the best versions of
themselves.
COVID
Yes we still living with the impact of Covid. Students
need to continue to RAT test and stay home if they
have symptoms or test positive. If you test positive
please notify the College. All families are notified by
text of a positive case in any given student cohort.
RAT tests are still available and can be collected from
the office.
DET have strongly recommended that students wear
masks when inside. Masks are available in all
classrooms and at the Office for any students who
wishes to wear a mask.
All classroom have air purifiers and these are on every
day. Using hand sanitizer and social distancing are still
recommended.
Staffing
We have had workforce challenges with staff illness,
covid absences and staff leaving. On Friday we said
good bye to Jeremy Salinger who has taken leave to
work in Darwin.
We started this term welcoming Mr Sam Jones, who is
teaching English and Humanities. On Monday we
welcome Ms Samantha Pattie who will be teaching
PE.
Mr Slattery has returned to the classroom and is taking
Yr 7 Science. Ms Harris is taking on more classes in
VCAL.
What will I be doing next year?

school. They have the opportunity to be attending
Open Days and are started to plan pathways for next
year. Students are encouraged to speak to Ms Leslie,
Ms Morris or Ms Harris for traineeships, scholarship,
university applications, apprenticeships or information
for beyond year 12.
Year 11 students need to be making decision on
pathways and VET courses they intend to undertake
next year.
Ms Harris, Ms Keating and Ms Morris are the go to
people.

Year 10’s are at the pointy end of pathway decisions.
All students will be undertaking VCE next year.
Students have been provided with information on
pathways within VCE this includes the VM- Vocational
Major pathway and VPC- Victorian Pathway
Certificate.
All year 10 students and families have been invited to
attend an interview to discuss pathway options
including School Based Apprenticeships, VET and
classes to study.
An information night for students and families will be
held on Wednesday 3rd August at SMOTA I strongly
encourage all families to attend. The more
information you have the better decisions you can
make.
Badminton
Well done to our year 7 and 8’s who represented the
College in the interschool badminton on Thursday.
Josh P, Dylan D, Macca, Tyler M, Kyah, Taylah & Esther
represented the college with integrity, showing great
sportsmanship and dedication. They embraced the
opportunity to participate in extra curricula activities,
learning through experience.
Caring

On Friday Tash, Lil, Bryce, Cody and Cianah have
organised a clean up the creek day. This is the project
they planned when on the Alpine Leadership school
camp in term 1. This project involves students from the
kinder, St Francis and our year 7’s heading to the Rec

Our year 12’s are busy studying in their final full term of
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Reserve to work with the Land Care group to clean

You cannot achieve excellence if you are not at

up around the creek.

school and I congratulate Bryce and Caleb who had

I am very proud of this group of students for having a

100% attendance in semester 1.

passion in wanting to improve our environment and
the skills and leadership to organise for this event to
happen. Well done.
Ainsleigh spent the last few days of term representing
rural students at the Rural Ambassadors forum in
Melbourne. In this forum Ainsleigh was able to express
what it is like to be a student from a rural environment.

Her report is included in this edition of the newsletter.
Learning
Literacy is the foundation to our learning. On
Wednesday I asked the staff to complete this year
NAPLAN numeracy tests and the overwhelming
comment was how much reading is needed to

Accountability
Your purpose is to start every day being on time, in
uniform, getting to homeroom, In year 7 – 10 have
your illuminate book, do your reading, go to your
classes, when you get there give each learning task a
go.
This is your time to be investing in yourself you should
be aspiring to an effort score of 10 for every class.
Remember you make your own decision do not get
distracted by peers.
We have invested heavily in SWPB and all students
know what is expected. Mr Robinson challenged
every student at the assembly to see how many
commendation you have and see if you can double
this number by the end of the term.

comprehend what the question is asking. When I go
into humanities and science students are often
researching for information again reading and
comprehension.
At Nathalia SC we are continually striving to support

student literacy and we do this by dedicating the first

Respect
Congratulations to all the students who are getting
commendations for showing respect with your
learning.

15 mins of every class to reading and then completing
low stakes writing.
We have a good number of students who are
engaging in this program and we know it works as the
data is telling us students are improving.
I ask all students, in particular our year 10’s families, to
encourage more cooperation with having a book
and engaging in sustained reading.
Excellence
Congratulations to every student who was recognised
by their teacher for achieving excellence or putting in
100% effort into their classes.
Several students got multiple awards for excellence
and I congratulate you.
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RURAL AMBASSADOR PROGRAM
On the 4th of June I departed for Melbourne, to participate in
the Rural ambassador program. It was an amazing
experience and I'm very grateful to have been offered. On
the program we learned about how to lead, how to make
changes in our community, and issues in various areas in
regional Victoria. In the future our group of like minded
ambassadors hopes to encourage schools to work together
to offer more subject selections, like St Marys and NSC. I was
able to offer insight into how the programs and timetables
work and we spoke about our plans for the future of regional
subject choices. I hope to continue to participate in this
program and build upon my leadership skills. I highly
recommend this program to aspiring leaders everywhere. We
got to meet influential people within the education
department and learn how new education laws are passed.
Overall it was a great opportunity.

PBL
Some of our budding artists getting straight to work, generating ideas and experimenting with
techniques to develop a personal drawing portfolio.
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NEW TABLE TENNIS TABLE
Staff and students have
been enjoying some
friendly competition on
the new outdoor table
tennis table located
outside the library.
It has been a great
addition to the school
yard as students across all
year levels have been
playing against one
another, providing an
opportunity to learn more
about their peers.

BADMINTON
Josh P, Dylan D, Macca, Tyler M, Kyah, Taylah & Esther enjoyed their day out for badminton. They
competed well whilst representing the college in a terrific manner. Great work for having a go and
challenging yourselves!
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Wed 27th July

Parent Teacher Interviews

Wed 3rd Aug

Senior School Information Night

Mon 8th Aug

VCE selections due

Mon 8th—Fri 12th Aug

Dental Health Visit

Tue 9th Aug

School Council

Tue 16th Aug

Athletics Day

Mon 22nd Aug

Pupil Free Day—Staff PD
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Dear parents and carers
We are writing to you as parents/carers of a child or children in government, Catholic and
independent schools across Victoria.
The Victorian Department of Health strongly recommends that face masks are worn in
indoor settings.
As a result, we are asking all students aged 8 and over and all staff in all schools across
Victoria to wear masks when in class (except where removing a mask is necessary for clear
communication) from now to the end of winter.
Students won’t be required or expected to wear masks when outdoors, and this expectation
won’t stop student participation in the full range of school activities, including music, sport
and performances.
We are asking for your support in explaining to your child or children the importance of this
simple step that will help keep our schools as safe as possible.
We also ask that you make sure your child (or children) takes a mask to school (and wears it
if they are travelling on public transport) or collects a mask when they arrive at school.
We all appreciate how important it is for students to be back at school. This action will help
make sure as many students and staff as possible are protected from COVID and other
winter illness.
Thank for your help with this collective effort to keep our communities safe and healthy.
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