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Hello Nathalia Secondary College School 

Community, Welcome to the 2026 school year. It 

has been pleasing to see students return with a 

positive attitude and a readiness to engage in 

their learning. Term 1 is always an important time 

to establish strong routines, high expectations, 

and a clear focus on achievement.  

I'm pleased to announce that the PAT Maths and 

English testing, which plays a crucial role in 

assessing students' academic progress, has been 

successfully completed. These assessments 

provide valuable insights into each student's 

strengths and areas for growth. In the coming 

weeks, our dedicated staff will be engaging in 

meaningful conversations with students to 

celebrate their achievements and set future 

learning goals. These discussions are essential in 

guiding students on their learning journey and 

ensuring they reach their full potential.  

A reminder that NAPLAN will take place from 11th 

March to 17th March for our Year 7 and Year 9 

students. This assessment provides valuable 

information about literacy and numeracy 

progress and supports our ongoing improvement 

planning. We encourage students to approach 

NAPLAN with confidence and to simply do their 

best.  

On Monday, we held our School Swimming 

Sports, which was a fantastic whole -school event. 

Students demonstrated excellent participation, 

house spirit, and sportsmanship throughout the 

day. Thank you to the staff who organised and 

supported the event, and to the students who 

competed with enthusiasm and pride.  

Our Year 9 students have also been completing 

their Morrisby testing, an important component of 

career education at this level. This process helps 

students better understand their strengths, 

interests, and potential future pathways. The 

insights gained will support informed subject 

selections and future planning conversations.  

As we continue through the term, I encourage all 

students to focus on consistent effort and strong 

attendance. Being present every day and 

committing to doing your best in each class 

creates the foundation for success. Small, 

consistent efforts lead to meaningful progress 

over time.  

I look forward to a productive and successful 

year ahead for all members of our college 

community.  
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If you are interested in becoming a School 

Councillor and proactively and positively 

contributing to our wonderful school, I 

strongly encourage you to nominate. 

Nomination Forms can be found at the 

school office. Please do not hesitate to 

contact Lisa Reuss in the office if you have 

any queries regarding School Council and 

the process of nomination and election.  

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

School photos will be held on Monday 

23rd February. Please ensure your child/

ren are in correct uniform (not PE uniform) 

and you have placed your order via the 

instructions in this newsletter.  

SMILE SQUAD 

Smile Squad is the Victor ian 

Government's  free  school dental program.         

Smile Squad offers the following services to 

all Victorian government school students:  

¶ free oral health promotion  

¶ free dental health check -ups 

¶ free follow -up treatment as needed.  

All Smile Squad services comply with the 

highest safety and quality requirements.  

Contact GV Health on 5832 3050 to book 

an appointment for your child.  

SCHOOL PICK UP & DROP OFF 

Please note that student drop -off and pick

-up is not permitted in the bus zone on 

Chapel Street. We kindly ask families to 

use Pearce Street or the area near the 

staff car park when dropping off or 

collecting their child.  

The bus zone must remain clear at all times 

to ensure the safety of all students and to 

allow for the safe and efficient movement 

of buses and traffic in the area.  

We appreciate your cooperation and 

understanding in helping us keep our 

students safe.  

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

At Nathalia Secondary College we are 

fortunate to have a very proactive School 

Council, who works supportively with the 

schoolõs leadership, to provide the best 

possible education outcomes for our 

students. School Councils play a key role in 

all schools and the role of School 

Councillor can be a very rewarding 

experience. Itõs a great way to get 

involved and have a real say in what your 

school is doing for students.  

We meet eight times a year on the third 

Tuesday of the month at 5.30pm for 

approximately 1 hour. This is a forum that 

allows you to have input into how the 

College runs.  

Closing date for nominations is Thursday 

5th March at 4pm.  
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YEAR 8 SCIENCEñCHEMICAL REACTIONS IN ACTION 

Our Year 8 Science students have been investigating chemical 

reactions, exploring how everyday ingredients can create 

impressive scientific results.  

During the lesson, students combined sugar, yeast and warm 

water to observe the process of fermentation. As the yeast fed 

on the sugar, it produced carbon dioxide gas, clearly 

demonstrating how chemical reactions can create new 

substances.  

The photo captures Kevin actively participating in the 

experiment and observing the reaction in action. It was 

fantastic to see our Year 8 students so engaged and curious as 

they explored science through hands -on learning.  

Well done to the class for their enthusiasm and scientific 

thinking!  
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SWIMMING SPORTS CARNIVAL 

On Monday, students and staff participated in our annual Nathalia 

Secondary College Swimming Sports Carnival. The event ran 

smoothly and provided a positive opportunity for students to be 

active, involved, and supportive of their house teams.  

Students are to be commended for their efforts throughout the day 

ñ whether they took part in races, volunteered for extra events, or 

encouraged their peers from the sidelines. It was pleasing to see 

students approach the day with 

cooperation and good sportsmanship.  

We would also like to acknowledge 

Broken House , who finished as the 

overall winners of the carnival. Their 

consistent participation and teamwork 

contributed to a strong result.  

Thank you to all staff who assisted with 

the organisation and supervision of the 

event. Your support ensures the 

carnival continues to run safely and 

successfully.  

The swimming 

carnival has 

s p a r ke d  a 

c o m p e t i t i v e 

attitude for the 

year, and we 

look forward to 

the next event 

to take down 

Broken House.  
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